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Introduced by Senators Dunaskiss and McManus

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 515
AN ACT to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “An act to protect the environment and natural resources of the state; to

codify, revise, consolidate, and classify laws relating to the environment and natural resources of the state; to regulate
the discharge of certain substances into the environment; to regulate the use of certain lands, waters, and other natural
resources of the state; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies and officials; to provide for
certain charges, fees, and assessments; to provide certain appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies;
to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,” by amending sections
30510 and 30512 (MCL 324.30510 and 324.30512), as added by 1995 PA 59.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 30510. A local unit of government, in establishing a zoning ordinance, in addition to the authority and
requirements of this part, shall conform to the township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, MCL 125.271 to 125.310, or the county
zoning act, 1943 PA 183, MCL 125.201 to 125.240, including, but not limited to, the variance provisions of those acts. Any
conflict shall be resolved in favor of the provisions of this part. The powers granted under this part shall be liberally
construed in favor of the local unit or the department exercising them, in such manner as to promote the orderly
preservation or enhancement of the values of the rivers and related land resources and their use in accordance with a
long-range comprehensive general plan to ensure the greatest benefit to the state as a whole.

Sec. 30512. (1) The department shall prescribe administrative procedures and rules and provide personnel as it
considers necessary for the enforcement of a zoning ordinance or rule enacted in accordance with this part. A circuit
court, upon petition and a showing by the department that there exists a violation of a rule properly promulgated under
this part, shall issue any necessary order to the defendant to correct the violation or to restrain the defendant from
further violation of the rule.

(2) The department shall promulgate a zoning rule to implement this part. The rule shall include procedures for
receiving and acting upon applications from local units of government or landowners for change of boundaries or change
in permitted uses in accordance with chapter 4 of the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.271
to 24.287. An aggrieved party may seek judicial review under chapter 6 of the administrative procedures act of 1969,
1969 PA 306, MCL 24.301 to 24.306.

(3) A variance from a zoning rule promulgated by the department to implement this part may be applied for and
granted pursuant to section 4 of the uniform condemnation procedures act, 1980 PA 87, MCL 213.54, and the variance
provisions of the zoning rule.
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(4) The lawful use of any building or structure and of any land or premise as existing and lawful at the time of
enactment of a zoning ordinance or rule or of an amendment of a zoning ordinance or rule may be continued although
the use does not conform with the ordinance, rule, or amendment. The ordinance or rule shall provide for the
completion, restoration, reconstruction, extension, or substitution of nonconforming uses upon reasonable terms as set
forth in the zoning ordinance or rule. 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Approved

Governor.


